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[image: ][image: c001d6cdb0e2596018422584351760d6][image: c001d6cdb0e2596018422584351760d6]Our ministry vision for the Virginia Annual Conference is “to be disciples of Jesus Christ who are lifelong learners, who influence others to serve.” 
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[image: ]From Pastor Liz
“If American Christians were to give from their income generously – not lavishly, mind you, only generously – they could transform the world, starting right away.” But American Christians give relatively little to religious and other charitable causes. Read the findings in “Passing the Plate: Why American Christians Don’t Give Away More Money”, by Christian Smith, Michael Emerson & Patricia Snell. They found that only 20% of Americans give absolutely nothing to any charitable causes!
	They also noted that many churches have low expectations with few, if any, consequences for poor or no giving. Most people, including pastors, are uncomfortable talking about money and giving with others. When congregation members hear us speak about giving and the church needing support, invariably we worry about the budget and whether or not the bills will be paid. This approach even seems a bit apologetic and is usually very low-key.
	I agree with the authors that we must become a “Live the Vision” Church rather than a “Pay the Bills” Church. Giving is an essential part of faithful Christian living and we must “allow God to be present in all aspects of your life.”  Remember it was Jesus who said: Do not store up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust consume and where thieves break in and steal; but store up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust consumes and where thieves do not break in and steal. For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also. (Matthew 6:19-21 NRSV)
	While most churches are a bit of both types, we must change our church culture and become a “Live the Vision” Church. Please remember that “our checkbooks reflect our values,” and we are all called to participate in our church’s vision to make new disciples of Jesus Christ. For that vision to be fulfilled, we must ask for sacrificial giving. The primary means of outreach in our connectional United Methodist Church is through our apportioned dollars. Combined with the money from all other churches we make a great difference at home and around the world. We have a deficit that is holding us back in living the vision. Won’t you please help now?
										~Blessings, Grace and Peace, Liz

“Live a God-Pleasing Life!”
This year's stewardship theme is Live a God-Pleasing Life! We have been “created in Christ Jesus to do good works, which God prepared in advance for us to do” (Ephesians 2:10). Together we'll learn how God not only prepares the work we are to do, but prepares and equips us, his stewards, to do that work. Be sure to join your brothers and sisters in Christ as we study God's Word to find how we can Live a God-Pleasing Life!  Our worship will focus on the following themes:
October 6     ~Faith
October 13   ~Discipleship
October 20   ~Generosity 
It is our prayer that each of us will be overwhelmed again and again at the grace of God which has created us, saved us, and daily offers us forgiveness and strength to be stewards who please him. Commitment Sunday is October 20, which will be a day of joyful response to that grace of God.   Please make every effort to attend the worship services during this program and prayerfully consider your privileges and responsibilities as God's stewards.

Bible Study Starting 
Tuesday, October 15 at 10:30 a.m.
“Experience a Modern-Day Revival.”
[image: Image result for Free clip art bible study]If you’ve taken a class using Adam Hamilton’s studies, you know how his DVD sessions seem part travelogue—part history lesson—a lot Bible study. In Revival, he once again uses his captivating, storytelling talent to take you on a six-week journey through England tracing the life of John Wesley. Wesley’s message and his faith continue to speak to twenty-first-century Christians, calling for a revival of our hearts and souls so that our world might be changed. His story is our story. It’s our heritage, it defines our faith, and it challenges us to rediscover our spiritual passion.  Adam Hamilton connects John Wesley’s contribution in 18th-century England with his legacy for 21st-century America, bringing lessons from Wesley’s life and ministry to bear on discipleship today.  For this study to be successful we need at least 4 participants.

Salvation Army Red Kettle Campaign 
The dates for which our church will be ringing the bell for the Salvation Army Red Kettle Campaign are Friday and Saturday, November 8 and 9, from 12 noon through 8:00 p.m. at the Food Court entrance to River Ridge Mall. Call Frances Unruh at 237-1185 if you have questions or would like to sign up. 
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Blessing of the Animals In October
[image: Image result for free clip art blessing of the animals]We will be holding a Blessing of the Animals on Saturday, October 19, at 10:30 a.m. on the  portico off the Commons of the parking lot. Each year, on or near the Feast Day of St. Francis which falls in October, Christian churches all over the world hold this very special service. We will bless any pets or animals that you wish to bring that afternoon. We will accept offerings of money, food or pet supplies for the Lynchburg Humane Society. Please be sure that all pets are controlled - on leashes, reins, in cages or tanks. Also be prepared to cleanup after your pet. This will be a community-wide event. God saw that all creation was good, and gave it to the human family for use in his service. Even in today's mechanized society, many people keep animals for food, work, companionship, or recreation. Concern for the well-being of animals is a sign of mercy in a human person; cruelty to or neglect of animals is inhumane.
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[image: ]2019 Charge Conference  
Our 2019 Charge Conference will be different this year - it will be just our church, not the whole cluster.  It will be on Sunday, November 3 from 11:45-12:30 p.m., right after worship here at Chestnut Hill UMC.  All charge conference reports will need to be completed by October 21 so they can be compiled and printed.
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If you are interested in singing in the Christmas cantata at Timberlake United Methodist Church, please let Heather Wilson know so that she can get you a book and CD. Rehearsal dates are Sunday, October 6, Sunday, October 20, Sunday, November 3, Wednesday, December 4 and Wednesday, December 11. The performance will be on December 15.
~Heather Wilson, Director of Music

Mission Memo
The cart in September was over flowing with needed items for Park View Mission. We gave 19 bottles of shampoo and 11 bottles of hair conditioner; 6 body washes and 45 bars of soap; 2 body lotions and 2 deo.; 14 bottles of hand soap and 8 hand sanitizers; 1 pk. adult wipes and 2 pks. face wipes; 13 pks. of razors and 2 boxes of tampons; 5 pks. baby wipes and 1 pk. diapers; 12 rolls of toilet paper and 1pk. of boys crew socks.  We also gave 14 bottles of laundry detergent; 8 bottles of dish detergent; 4 bathroom cleaners; 4 general cleaners; 2 sponges and 1 box of M&C. As always thanks to all who contribute to this mission to help needy in or community. Your generosity is always above and beyond.  Park View Mission could not survive without your support.  Also thanks for putting the liquid detergent bottles in a bag in the plastic container. 

For October we continue to collect any hygiene products (don't forget deodorant and toothpaste ); baby diapers any size and baby wipes; laundry det.; any cleaning products; feminine hygiene products and adult wipes. Thank for your unfailing support. 
~Thank you, Linda Jessen & The Mission Committee
[image: ]
Top of the Hill will meet on Wednesday, October 23, 2019, at 11:00 a.m.
More information provided later.
FRIENDS WHO CARE
[image: ]	Please send your reports of visits and phone calls each month to Scottie  Nuckols, 1250 Jefferson Oaks Court, # 44, Forest, VA 24551. Or e-mail to mx55566@gmail.com. On your report please note the month and year, names of those visited (or called) and the number of times visited or called that month and any comments of our pastor. Please try to get this information to Scottie by the 5th of the month. We express our appreciation to all the volunteers who participate in this ministry of compassion. For August: Calls: 41. Visits: 10.






Food Cart...
[image: ]	We  will be collecting items for the Food Cart for Park View Community Mission. 
For the Month of OCTOBER:
“Cleaning Products especially Laundry Detergent and Dish Washing Liquid. Also needed are Body Lotion, Shampoo, Conditioner, Body Wash, and Razors for men and women, Tampons, Adult Wipes, Handsoap, Hand Sanitizer, Deodorant, Toothpaste, Diapers. This will assist people through Park View Community Mission. NOTE: Please put all liquids in the box provided. Tape down all flip top bottles. Please place in the food cart, located in the Commons. Help those in need.
[image: ]Gifts & Memorials
In Memory of
   Shirley Wood
     Given by: Ken Wood

[image: ]Read Ahead 
Each Sunday The lectionary provides us with  readings from the Gospel, the Epistles (Letters) the Old  Testament and the Psalms.  The lectionary  follows a three year cycle, which when finished will have covered the majority of the Bible.  Pastor Liz believes that reading ahead will increase your understanding and enjoyment of the service. 
October 6, 2019~World Communion Sunday. The Scriptures are Luke 17:5-10 & Psalm 137. The sermon text is Hebrews 11:1-3, 8-16 and the message is “Faith”.
October 13, 2019~The Scriptures are 2 Timothy 2:8-15 & Psalm 66. The sermon text is Mark 8:31-38 and the message is “Discipleship”.
October 20, 2019~Commitment Sunday. The Scriptures are Luke 18:1-8 & Psalm 119.  The sermon text is 2 Corinthians 9:6-15 and the message is “Generosity”.
October 27, 2019~The Scriptures are Luke 18:9-14 & Psalm 65. The sermon text is 2 Timothy 4:6-8, 16-18 and the message is “Life Well Lived”.

[image: ]The Merry Marthas Circle will meet at 10:00 AM on Wednesday, October 9, in the church fellowship hall. We will have our pledge service for 2020 UMW mission pledges and Judy Robertson will present a program on her recent trip to Ireland. Light refreshments will be provided. Please come prepared to catch up on MM's dues ($2/month) and to pay 2019 pledge if you have not already done so.
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Congratulations to Andrew & Laura White Vessey on the birth of their daughter, Lydia Brooks Vessey born on September 10, 2019. The proud grandparents are John & Jane White. Congratualtions to all!!
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World Communion Sunday ~October 6, 2019
World Communion Sunday offering will be taken on Oct. 6. Join with millions of brothers and sisters in a celebration of Communion and generosity that will provide scholarships to students in the United States and around the world. Offering will be taken. Visit www.umcgiving.org.
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I would like to thank all of you for your prayers, cards, phone calls, candies, visits, love and concern. I am improving daily. Thank you thank you, thank you, thank you, thank you!
								Love, Gene Pearson

Friendship As a Means of Discipleship ~Lewis Center for Church Leadership
	Early on, Christians began to see themselves as people who had been befriended by God. By extension, they began to see friendship as the theater of salvation. Holy friendships, like the divine friendship of the Trinity, became the most basic way of life among those who followed Jesus. They practiced friendships that were holy — that made them whole — and their friendships, like Trinity, always made room for the “other.” Before long, Christians began to practice friendship in very particular ways with all sorts of people. According to Acts 2, they ate together, prayed together, and learned together. Friendship was the only program we had; befriending others was our evangelism, our discipleship, and our worship. We ascribed worth to the way of Jesus by making friends with neighbors, strangers and even enemies and breaking bread with them. In a very real way, friendship became a matter of life and death for those who were seeking to follow Christ. It still is.
	Reclaiming the practice of friendship  ~ The church’s main mission in a world that has forgotten how to be friends is to be an embodied reminder of the friendship that we were made from (Trinity) and for (communion). We are the ones who understand God to have befriended us in Jesus, not because we were perfect, not because we think like God or act like God, but because friendship is the very nature of God. Our call today is to remember how to practice friendship methodically, as if our life depends on it. This means:
● Practicing friendship with people who think like you and people who don’t.
● Practicing friendship with people who live like you and people who don’t.
● Practicing friendship with people who look like you and people who don’t.
● Practicing friendship with people who vote like you and people who don’t.
	Four characteristics of Jesus’s invitation to friendship  ~ For us to be able to extend the invitation of friendship of Jesus, we must ensure that our invitations are: Prayerful. Spend some time in prayer and fasting (either from food or electronics) and ask God to bring to your attention people in your life with whom you are called to cultivate a holy friendship. Personal. After praying and fasting for God to reveal who you are called to deepen friendships with, talk to them about what you are seeking to create with them. These invitations must be personal and rooted in prayer, not impersonally offered as a new program of the church. Purposeful. Be honest with those you are inviting about your desire to deepen your friendship with God, them, and creation and about how you are hoping to do that. Persistent. When we invite in the name of Christ, we will need to prepare to be as persistent as the One whom St. Augustine calls “the Hound of Heaven.” If someone defers or declines, do not be dismayed or discouraged. The call of God is often delayed or denied. Continue to pray and repeat the steps above.





[image: ]Churches for Urban Ministry Citrus Sale
We will again be participating on selling fruit for CUM. Deadline for orders is Sunday, November 3rd. Order forms will be placed in the Commons. For more information contact Tammy Balderson or Eleanor Maxham.

October Birthdays
	1	Pat Short
2	Robert Boswell
3	Nancy Lee
Emily Fernandez
4	Connie Harris
5	Michael McGlothlin
Herman Steward
6     Kirsten Bell
        Tim Crist
        Dennis Tolley
7     Kenny Busic
       Cheryl Powell
9     Owen Stinnette
       Jeremey VandeBogart
11  Landen Glass
12  Camden Mason
14  Wade Ware
16  Burton Brooks
      Terry Palazzi
      Anne-Elaine Tiller

	17   Suzanne Marshall
        Blake Phillips
18   Sharon Rickmon
19   Connie Yost
20    Erin Ecklund
21    Steven Kinzer
22    C.O. Bell
25    Frankie Hardwick
28    Jacqueline Busic
        Cheryl Thomas
29   Wes Robbins
         Ricky Smith
       31    Robert Baunach
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Why Should I Tithe? Seven Reasons from God’s Word
1. Because God commands it. ‘A tenth of all you produce is the Lord’s, and it is holy.’ Lev. 27:10
2. Because Jesus commands it. ‘Yes, you should tithe, and you shouldn’t leave the more important things undone either.’ Matt. 23:23
3. Tithing reminds me that everything was given to me by God! ‘Always remember that it is the Lord your God who gives you the ability to produce wealth.’ 
Deut. 8:18
4. Tithing expresses my gratitude to God. ‘How can I repay the Lord for all his goodness to me?’ Ps. 116:12 ‘Each of you should bring a gift in proportion to the way the Lord your God has blessed you.’ Deut. 16:17
5. God Says that refusing to tithe is stealing from Him! ‘God says, “Will a man rob God? Yet you are robbing me!” but you ask, “How do we rob you?” God says “In tithes and offerings. …Bring your whole tithe to My house.”’ Mal. 3:8-10
6. Tithing gives God a chance to prove God exists and wants to bless you! ‘Bring your whole tithe to My storehouse. Test me in this’ says the Lord, and see if I will not throw open the floodgates of heaven and pour out so much blessing that you won’t have room enough for it!’ … Malachi 3:10
7. Tithing proves that I really love God. ‘(Jesus) If you really love me, do what I command.’ John 14:15
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	Those Who Serve ~ OCTOBER
USHERS:  Fred Norvelle, Head Usher
NURSERY CAREGIVER:
Erin Ecklund, Nursery Supervisor
OCTOBER GREETERS:
10/6		~Pat Short
10/13		~Kitty Burgess	
10/20		~Elaine Clarke
10/27		~Barbara LeFew
OFFERING COUNTERS: 
Hylton Glass, Sylvia Glass, Maggie Musgrove
CHILDREN’S CHURCH (Ages 4-11)
Information will be provided in the bulletins.

**************************
 OUR ATTENDANCE

SUNDAY SCHOOL		   WORSHIP
8/25			26					44
9/1			19					47
9/8			26					50
9/15			23					52
9/22			26					52

**************************
 GOOD NEWS  is published monthly for members and friends of Chestnut Hill United Methodist Church. Send articles to the church office by the 15th of the month. (Subject to change.)
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	Our Church Financial Picture
Through the end of August 2019
General Operating Funds:
Needed to meet our 2019 Budget	$ 233,633.00
Needed to meet our budget to date	$ 155,755.00
Actual receipts to date				$ 136,043.00
Shortage to meet budget to date		$    19,712.00
Actual expenditures to date			$   140,964.00
Shortage to meet expenses to date	$        1,971.00
Joy In Missions Funds:
Our Giving Goal for 2019			$      11,600.00
Needed to meet our goal to date		$         7,733.00
Actual receipts to date				$         7,639.00
Special Offerings* (not budgeted):
Received to date					$          9,295.00
Dispersed to date					$          8,515.00
*Christmas, Easter, Annual Conference,
World Communion, etc.
2019 Joy In Mission Donations 
To date, the following amounts have
 been paid to the missions indicated.
1. Missionary Covenant Relationship$2,500  1,250.00
2. Interfaith Outreach		            	$1,000    500.00
3. Park View Mission, Food for 
Families			             			$1,750  1,235.00
4. Society of St. Andrew	             	$1,000     500.00
1. Adult Care Center		             	$    500     250.00
2. Blue Ridge Area Food Bank	         $    500     250.00
3. Camp Timothy		             	         $    500     500.00
4. Churches for Urban Ministry            $    500     250.00
5. Daily Bread			          	$    500     250.00
6. Free Clinic			             	         $    500     250.00
7. Good Neighbor		             		$    500          0.00
8. Habitat for Humanity	             	$    250     125.00
 9. Heifer Project		             		$    500          0.00
10. UMCOR-Non-Administrative          $    500        0.00
11. Undesignated		              		$    600        0.00
SPECIAL COLLECTIONS
Meals on Wheels (Souper Bowl)              $ 1,409.00
UMCOR (One Great Hour of Sharing)   $      385.00
UMCOR (Tornado/Hurricane Relief)	    $         0.00
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   			 Chestnut Hill United
                  Methodist Church
4660 Fort Avenue, Lynchburg, VA 24502

Phone Number: 434-239-8423: FAX: 434-239-7209
E-mail: chestnuthillumc@comcast.net
On the web: www.chestnuthillumc.net

Church Office Hours
Monday-Thursday~9:00 am—3:30 pm
Friday~9:00 am-1:00 pm[image: ]
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DIRECTORY OF 
CHESTNUT HILL UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
	
	Sharma Lewis
	Richmond Area Resident Bishop

	
	Scott Davis
	Lynchburg District Superintendent

	
	Liz Ecklund
	Minister

	
	Vernie Barrow
	Minister Emeritus

	
	Monica C. Campbell
	Administrative Assistant

	
	Heather Wilson
	Director of Music Ministry

	
	Judy Martin
	 Bookkeeper

	
	Judy Robertson
	Lay Leader

	
	Erin Ecklund
	Nursery Supervisor
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